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Note:  This survey is based upon A Study of Youth Confirmation and First Communion in the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (Copyright 1998, Department of Youth Ministry & Board for Congregational Services, The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod).  The full synodical report is available at:  https://www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/media/DCS/confirm.pdf
Purpose

The purpose of this survey is gather information pertaining to the attitudes and the knowledge about the teaching of the Christian faith, in particular to the catechesis of the children in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades, their confirmation, and their first communion, at Trinity.

This is a survey and has no pretensions about covering all topics relating to Christian instruction at Trinity (e.g., Should the summer Sunday school material emphasize a theme rather than follow the regular curricula?).  If participants of the survey think of other questions, those questions and other responses may be added at the end of the survey.

Goal

The goal of this survey is discover how and what individual members, especially parents, and members of the Board of Elders and the Board of Christian Education, think about Christian instruction as it pertains to catechesis, specifically to children in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades, their confirmation, and their first communion, and how those three topics are interwoven. (
Application

As the surveys are returned, the responses and possible consequent actions will be discussed at the board meetings. 

Questions for the Pastor and Catechists 

The pastor and other catechists are asked to consider the place of catechism in light of the congregation's entire program for the faith development of her members.  They are asked to give consideration to both the educational and relational dimensions of their work with young people.  These are the questions to be answered: 

1. What is my vision for the youth of Trinity? 

2. What is my vision for the congregation's Christian instruction? 

3. What do I expect the participants in catechism (i.e., confirmands or catechumens) to know, do and feel about their Christian faith? 

4. How could catechism strengthen my relationship with young people and their families? 

5. What have I learned this year as a pastor, teacher, or board member that can help me in planning for my involvement in this aspect of Trinity’s life? 

6. What is my role in catechism?

Questions for Parents 

Parents are asked to reflect on their formative experiences during catechism (not neglecting their own experiences during catechism) as well as their goals in rearing Christian children who are ready to face the world and by their words and actions to impact the world for Christ. The questions for parents are: 

1. Why is catechism important to my family? 

2. What do I expect from my congregation and my pastor in catechism ministry? 

3. What are the most meaningful aspects of my faith? 

4. How do I plan to communicate these aspects of my faith to my child? 

5. What is my role in catechism?

Questions for Elders 

The elders of the congregation are asked to consider how catechism strengthens the Body of Christ and develops service within the congregation, and how catechism may influence those involved with catechism to seek other avenues of service in the congregation and Church.  The questions are: 

1. What spiritual qualities in the Body of Christ are to be sought by the maturing and mature members of the congregation? 

2. What spiritual qualities will be most important for the church leaders of tomorrow? 

3. What perspectives, attitudes, and abilities of young people can best contribute to our congregation's pursuit of its mission today? 

4. What is our role as elders in catechism? 

Questions for the Board of Christian Education and the Youth Committee 

The Board of Christian Education will consider its relationship to catechism as part of the total ministry of the congregation with a focus on ministry to, by and for her young people. Questions for consideration are:

1. What attitude toward the church on the part of recent confirmands would we like to see? 

2. How can we help build the bridge from confirmation ministry to a full participation in the church by those in high school? 

3. In what ways can we influence our congregation to be more youth friendly? 

4. What is our role in confirmation ministry?

Questions for Catechumens and Those Recently Confirmed 

Recent confirmands or current members of the confirmation class are encouraged to respond honestly.  Their responses are very important in this evaluation of Trinity’s catechism.  The questions are: 

1. What questions do I still have about the Christian faith? 

2. What are my hopes and dreams for the Church? 

3. In what ways can other youth and I help Trinity fulfill her mission? 

4. Two ways in which I would like to serve in this congregation are. . . 

5. Two ways in which I think the Church can help me and other youth share their love for Jesus with others are. . . 

Questions for Those Reviewing the Survey

After compiling the responses from the various individuals, the results will be reviewed.  A series of general observations, based on the replies, will be composed.  The following questions will be considered:

1. What in our current catechism do we want to affirm? 

2. What do we want to modify? 

3. What do we want to add or drop? 

4. How can we best implement changes? 

5. Who in Trinity has the attitudes, gifts and skills to assist in catechism? What specifically would we ask them to do? How can we best recruit them? 

6. What do we see as our continuing role in catechism?

If you are willing, here are a series of statements about catechism to which you may respond.

Statements pertaining to Catechism and Its Purpose

The purpose of catechism is to help: 

a. Personally confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and take personal ownership in declaring, by the power of the Holy Spirit, their own allegiance to Christ; 

b. Eagerly explore the wonder of God, His work, and the mysteries of faith; 

c. Identify themselves as members, as a unique and special part of the body of Christ, as Lutheran and members of a local congregation; 

d. Regularly participate in public worship and the reception of holy communion, engage in personal and group Bible study and its application to life, strive to lead God-pleasing lives and offer services to God by serving others; 

e. Celebrate the relationships that they have with God as their personal God who loves them graciously, their pastor and other confirmation staff people, their peers participating in the confirmation process, their family and other members of their congregation.

Statements pertaining to Catechism and Knowledge

Catechism helps catechumens:

a. Solidify their understanding of the biblical narrative and its themes of salvation by grace through faith, the calling of the people of God, the life of Christ and the culmination of history in the end times; 

b. Attain a basic knowledge of the Six Chief Parts of Luther's Small Catechism; 

c. Become grounded in Scriptural teaching though the memorization of key biblical texts, Luther's Small Catechism, hymns and prayers; and 

d. Grow in knowledge of the unique history of the Lutheran reformation and of the Lutheran Church in North America.

Statements pertaining to Catechism and Acquisition of Skills

Trinity in her catechesis can teach the basic skills of discipleship and spiritual discipline. These skills include the beginnings of competence in such areas as: 

a. Bible Study: learning to read God's Word for understanding in a personal devotional life and in group study with other Christians; 

b. Prayer: learning to pray for the needs of others, for personal needs and for the mission of the Church;

c. Worship: learning how God blesses his people through the divine worship service and how they can express praise and thanks to the Lord through a variety of worship forms, including the historic liturgy of the Church, learning to make profession of faith with fellow believers, to listen to the exposition of God's Word and to comprehend and apply it to daily living; 

d. Witness: learning to express the Gospel of Christ in a winsome and meaningful way and to share what God in Christ has done for them; 

e. Service: learning to recognize the needs and hurts of those in the world around them and to be a part of helping, healing service, and learning to use their God-given gifts and abilities in a manner that strengthens the mission outreach of the Church;

f. Community: learning to relate to other Christians as students, friends, caregivers and teachers. 

g. Family Living: learning to be a representative of Christ in the roles of youth, sibling and possible future spouse.

Statements pertaining to Catechism and Development of Attitudes

Trinity, through her Spirit-led Word and Sacrament catechesis, can assist in the development of the attitudes that maturing disciples of Jesus Christ will carry with them throughout their lives. These attitudes include:

a. A vision for the Church as the Lord's chosen bearer of the message of salvation in Jesus Christ; 

b. Respect for the pastoral office and for their own pastor(s); 

c. Respect for parents and other family members, also for the members of the whole family of God; 

d. Concern for those who are lost in their sins without the knowledge of the hope of salvation in Jesus Christ; 

e. Compassion for the needy and hurting; and

f. A desire for lifelong growth in the Christian faith. 

Other Questions pertaining to Catechism at Trinity

1. What grades are involved in catechism? 

2. What is the length of the instruction? 

3. When is catechism conducted?

4. Who teaches the catechism classes?

5. What is the primary content for instruction?

6. Where at Trinity does catechism happen?

7. What are the memory work requirements? 

8. What methods and styles of instruction do teachers employ?  (Also:  Do we do the same things that we did when I was a catechumen?  Should they be done the same way?)

9. Does Trinity still have a public examination prior to the rite of confirmation? 

10. At what grade level does Trinity confirm?

11. On what day is the rite of confirmation celebrated?

12. At what age level does Trinity commune young people?

13. Who makes the decisions regarding first communion and confirmation?

14. How great is the need for additional or new instructional material?

15. What attitude do I have and express toward catechism?

16. What can I do to build a stronger community between the catechumens and myself and between the catechumens and themselves?  (Also:  How do we foster relationships in catechism?)

17. How can I assist in setting a goal and creating a plan for catechism at Trinity?

18. How might Trinity give the impression that confirmation is graduation from learning and maturing in the Christian faith?  (Also:  How can we say that catechism is a life-long journey?)

19. How do I make suggestions concerning catechism?

( Hereafter, the three topics of catechesis for the 6th grade to 8th grade members, their confirmation, and their first communion will be referred to as “catechism.”
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